NINETY PER CENT OF JUVENILE
DELINQUENCY CAUSED BY
PARENTAL NEGLECT

Fully %0 per cent of, delinguent
girl cases that come into the juvenile
court presided over by Judge Mary
M. Bartelme are cmusid by parental
negiect,

Judge Bartelme said she had no
hesitaney in placing the figure that
hizh when she was asked hy a Day
Book reporter to state, as o resulc
of her long experience in the court,
how mueh delinquency shouldt be
placed at the door of the parents, a8
wias done by the jury in Porthand,
Ore.. that lound Mrs. W Hodge
guilty of contribufing to the dejin-
ey of her 15-year-old daughter,
whom she permitied to mun out at
night and offared as her defense that
she praved for the girl's safety,

“A mother who only prays for ler
dinghter’s safety has a parallel Iy
the story of the Chinese students,"”
Judge RBartelme sajd. “The eoperin-
tendent 1edd three of the puplls who
lived across (he sirest [from the
rchool that she would take tham to
the 2 ofelock train If they would be
ofl the steps of the school at 15 min-
utes before 2 fust sufflcfent tinie to
get ta the sintlon,

“Bhe was kept busy unul] a few
momoents lnter than she axpected
When she hurried out the students
were ot In sight, so she rushed over
lo the Doariing house and found
them in a room. She asked them why
they weren't walting on the steps

"rWe saw It was getting lale,' one
eald, ‘so we came here and prayed we
might make the train,’

"'Da your praying while you are
rimmning for the train' the superin-
tendent tokl them.

“I feel safe in sayving that fully B0
per vent of delinqueney of chiliren
bLrought Into this cour! I8 caused by
parentnl neglect. Of course, we are
untble to go back ‘of the parents (o
thoir parents and ascertain the causes
of purental laxness, but theres B no
doubl of the luek of parental cara

"Children are not taught the sae-
gredness of bome Hie. They look for
everyihing they want outside of the
home. They are out on the streets
al night Instend of in the home. A
mother will say: ol

“1 tnid my girl she could only go
to the first show." The girl is quite as
iikely o meet her templation at the
first show as atl the second.

“Girks have no howme responsibili-
ties, At one time the danghters of
the house cleined the lamps and
washed down the stalrs. Today chil-
dren go omeide of the home to work
—im factories and storos—and home
Hecomes only a place to sleep In at
night,

“The girl shoull be given zome
task, however light. and told It la her
task awnd ghe will be depanded upon
to perform it always 1t will give her
a fesling that she s needed. None
of us are very much good in a place
where we du not feal we are needed,

“There 18 too much ssif-gratifioa-

tion permitted children. Thelr prin-
cipal sititude seems to be that what
they want they mus=t huve., There is
o fplse standard of living that moth-
ers permit nod even ancourage in
their children. The girl must have
«ilk stockings; she cannol wear & hat
that cosis less than £5; she must
have high hools since they arm the
fashion, though they muy cost 36 n
wlr,
1 “We are llving on bubbles, The
parents Hive al a hystericnl pace and
the chikdren are given the same Hb-
erty. | sometimes grow cold as I ls-
ten in the storfes of night Dfe that
girli tell who are mera childran, and
1 sxpect (he mother at any moment
1o rush forward and clasp the girl in
her Wwrms to protect her, but the
mothers listen as though the girls
were not {helr fesh and blood, or the
stories appalling ones.

"Parental neglect i the cause of
an agorinons amount of delinguency
among children and the parents are,
therefore, responsible for that delin-
quency,™




